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Session objectives 

By the end of this session, you will have a greater understanding of: 

 Parliament's work and role 

 The work of the MPs and Members of the 
Lords 

 Parliamentary Select Committees, Debates 
and Questions 

 The work of the House of Commons Library 
and Parliamentary Office of Science and 
Technology 

 Submitting evidence  
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Exercise 

In your groups, complete the quiz:  

 

• circle or tick the answers you think are 
correct 

• don’t worry if you don’t know the answers 
– have a guess!  
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What is Parliament? 

    

 

House of Commons House of Lords 

The Monarch 



What does Parliament do? 

Scrutinises the work of the 
Government 

Makes and passes laws 
(legislation) 

Enables the Government 
to set taxes 

Answer: b & d 





The House of Commons 

 The democratically elected 
chamber of Parliament 
 

 There are currently  

 650 MPs 
 

All MPs are elected every 5 
years 



State of the Parties 
Conservative 303 

Labour 257 

Liberal Democrat 56 

Democratic Unionist 8 

Scottish National 6 

Sinn Fein 5 

Independent 3 

Plaid Cymru 3 

Social Democratic & 

Labour Party 3 

UKIP 2 

Alliance 1 

Green 1 

Respect 1 

Speaker 1 

Total number of seats 650 

Current working Government Majority = 75 



The House of Commons 



Parliament 
(Westminster) 

 

• Commons, Lords,  
 Monarch 
• Holds Government  
   to account 
• Passes laws 
• Enables taxation 
• Represents public  
• Raises key issues 

 

• Chosen by the Prime 
Minister 

• Runs Government 
departments and public 

• Accountable to 
Parliament 

• Some MPs and some 
Lords 
 

Government 
(Whitehall) 
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The House of Lords 
 The second Chamber, also known as the revising 

House 
 

 No party, or combination of parties has an overall 
majority in the House of Lords 
 

 There are also many Cross-Benchers in the Lords, 
who are independent of party 
 

 

 There are currently 794 eligible members:  
 

◦ 676 are Life Peers 
◦ 92 are Hereditary Peers 
◦ 26 are C of E Bishops 

 

 



The House of Lords 



Parliamentary activities 

All Party Parliamentary Groups 

 

Early Day Motions 

 

Debates 

Select Committees 

 

Questions 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/register/contents.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/business-papers/commons/early-day-motions/
http://www.parliamentlive.tv/Main/Player.aspx?meetingId=16021&st=16:00:00
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/communications-committee/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cmallfiles/mps/hansardbymp_atoz.htm


Select Committees 

• Check and report on areas ranging from the 
work of government departments to economic 
affairs. 

• A key way Parliament holds Government to 
account 

• Enables Parliament to examine key issues in 
great detail – more than debates or questions 

• Scrutiny is improved by huge range of 
available expertise 

• Independent minded 



Commons select committees: Education Committee 

 

Commons 
Education 

Select 
Committee 

Charlotte 
Leslie MP 

Chair 
Graham Stuart 

MP 

Ian 
Mearns 

MP 

Craig 
Whittaker 

MP 

Neil 
Carmichael 

MP 

Pat Glass 
MP 

Chris 
Skidmore

MP 

Bill 
Esterson 

MP 

Alex 
Cunningham 

MP 

Siobhan 
McDonough 

MP 

David 
Ward MP 

 * As of 10th Ocober 2013 

Clerk 



Commons select committees: 
staff  

Clerk 

Specialist 

Chairman 

Senior 
committee 
assistant 

Committee 
support 
assistant 

Second 
clerk 

Committee 
assistant 

Scrutiny 
Unit 

Inquiry 
manager 

Library 



House of Lords select committees 
 

 Examine issues rather than the work of specific 
departments 

 Investigate specialist subjects which take 
advantage of the experience of members of the 
Lords  

 Five main Lords select committees: 
 European Union Select Committee 

 Science and Technology Select Committee 

 Communications Select Committee 

 Constitution Select Committee 

 Economic Affairs Select Committees 

 



Stages of an inquiry 

1. Inquiry announced 

2. Call for evidence 

3. Written evidence deadline 

4. Oral evidence sessions 

5. Report preparation 

6. Publication of report 

7. Government response 



Exercise 

Look at the evidence submission. 

 

1. What is good about it? 

2. How do you think it could be improved? 

3. How have those who submitted it 
considered their audience? 



 Use the terms of reference: you need to tailor your research to 
the specific inquiry 

 Answer the questions posed in the Call for Evidence 

 State clearly who the submission is from - “Written evidence 
submitted by xxxxxxx” 

 Begin with a short, executive summary in bullet form 

 Have numbered paragraphs 

 Any factual information you have to offer from which the 
committee might be able to draw conclusions, or which could 
be put to other witnesses for their reactions 

 Any recommendations for action by the Government or 
others which you would like the committee to consider 

 Write for an intelligent non-specialist: be relevant and concise 

 

 

 

Submitting research to a Select Committee 



Impact of Select Committees 

Direct impact 

 Difficult to measure 

 40% of recommendations to Government accepted either 
partially or fully. (“Selective Influence: The Policy Impact of Select Committees” - research 

published in 2011 by Constitution Unit at UCL) 

 

Indirect impact 

 Influence on policy debates 

 Highlighting issues which the Government might not have 
considered 

 Offering expert independent advice 

 Exposing wrongful acts or inconsistencies in Government policy 

 Causing the Government to act in anticipation of a select 
committee inquiry 

 Participation by the chair and other Committee members in 
conferences, think tanks, media appearances 

 





POST, House of Commons and 
House of Lords Libraries 

 Provide specialist impartial information and 
briefing service for MPs, Peers, their staff, 
committees and staff of the Houses 

 

 Produce wide range of briefing material  

 

 Available online at www.parliament.uk under 
research publications 

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/bicameral/post/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/research/briefing-papers/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/research/briefing-papers/
http://www.parliament.uk/


POST: What do MPs think? 

 “We have a language of our own … We are a busy lot and so the 
more that we can get information which is easily digestible in a 
language we understand and usable in a language we can 
present, then yes.” 

 

 “I don’t think we are short of information ... the quality of 
information is obviously an issue. The trouble is whenever 
anybody answers yes to that sort of question, what they finish 
up with is about ten times as much information, but not 
necessarily ten times as much understanding, so I don’t want to 
trigger a great flood of scientific stuff. (MP 27)” 

 

 

 



Misconceptions 

  

 



How else can MPs raise issues? 

Parliamentary Questions 

Written or oral questions - asked by MPs and 
Lords, directed at the Government 

 

Debates 

 Adjournment debates  

 Westminster Hall debates  

 Questions for Short Debate 
 

Early Day Motions 

 a published statement allowing MPs to show their 
opinion on a specific subject 
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All Party Parliamentary Groups 

 informal cross-party groups on many 
different subjects, e.g. 
◦ Italy 

◦ Cuba 

◦ football 

◦ asthma 

◦ cider 

◦ ovarian cancer 

◦ cheese 
 

 APPGs are a useful way to identify MPs/Lords   
with an interest in a certain issue 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/

register/contents.htm 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/register/contents.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/register/contents.htm


 Keep it brief 

 Clear language – for an intelligent non specialist 

 Be objective – let  facts and research speak for 
themselves 

 

 Who are you and why are you contacting them? 

 

 What is the issue and why is it relevant now? 

 

 What is the impact/ who will it affect? 

 

 What do you want to happen? 

 

Briefing Parliamentarians 



Where can I get information? 
• www.parliament.uk  

 

• Twitter @UKParliament  @UKParlOutreach 

 

• Commons Information Office 

020 7219 4272 hcinfo@parliament.uk 

 

• Lords Information Office 

020 7219 3107 hlinfo@parliament.uk 

 

• Parliament’s Outreach Service 

020 7219 1650 parliamentaryoutreach@parliament.uk 


